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I t i s c e r t a i n l y a g r e a t p l e a s u r e - and a g r e a t honor - to a c c e p t 
your r e c o g n i t i o n of E l e a n o r S n e l l f o r her many c o n t r i b u t i o n s to 
women's a t h l e t i c s d u r i n g h'^r f o r t y y e a r s a t U r s i n u s C o l l e g e . I r e a l i z e 
. t h a t the r e a s o n f o r m^ being here i s p u r e l y g e o g r a p h i c a l - I happen to 
l i v e on the Capel So - my presence has i t s b a s i s on chance - as d i d 
ray o r i g i n a l c o n n e c t i o n w i t h E l e a n o r S n e l l . I s t a r t e d my f o u r y e a r s a t 
U r s i n u s as an E n g l i s h major - but by the end of my sophomore y e a r 
I r e a l i z e d t h a t I would r a t h e r p l a y i n games than w r i t e about them 
and I was more i n t e r e s t e d i n a t h l e t i c a c t i v i t i e s t han i n the E n g l i s h 
C l u b . How l u c k y f o r me t h a t E l e a n o r S n e l l was t h e r e ! She was ray 
t e a c h e r - my coach - and my i n s p i r a t i o n as I changed my major - w i t h 
h e r h e l p - to P h y s i c a l E d u c a t i o n - end then spent 37 y e a r s t e a c h i n g 
and c o a c h i n g ! 
But n e i t h e r chance nor l u c k were i n v o l v e d as Miss S n e l l compiled 
her r e c o r d of o u t s t a n d i n g achievements as a coach and 'pvofessov a t 
U r s i n u s C o l l e g e . Some of t h e s e achievements are a m a t t e r of s t a t i s t i c s -
1 . I n f o r t y y e a r s as a coach of F i e l d Hockey, B a s k e t b a l l , S o f t b a l l 
and T e n n i s she compiled a r e c o r d of 6 ? ^ w i n s , 19^ l o s s e s , and 
iJ-2 t i e s . 
2 . She helped produce more A l l - . A m e r i c a n . f i e l d hockey p l a y e r s t h a n 
any o t h e r c o l l e g e or u n i v e r s i t y i n the c o u n t r y . 
3 . . D u r i n g one t e n y e a r p e r i o d - 19^1 to 1951 - her softb<=ll 
teams l o s t only one game, 
i*-. Her 39 y e a r b a s k e t b a l l r e c o r d was 269 w i n s , 69 l o s s e s , and 
13 t i e s . 
5 . She i s one of o n l y f o u r women who have been i n d u c t e d i n t o the 
P e n n s y l v a n i a S p o r t s h a l l of Fame. 
No s t a t i s t i c s , though, can measure or e x p l a i n the p o s i t i v e 
i n f l u e n c e she has had on the hundreds of women she has coached, and on 
the growth and development of women's c o l l e g i a t e a t h l e t i c s . T h i s 
p o s i t i v e i n f l u e n c e d i d n ' t come about by chance or l u c k e i t h e r . - i t 
was the r e s u l t of an e x c e p t i o n a l woman's d e v o t i o n to a t h l e t i c s , and 
of the h i g h standards of e x c e l l e n c e which she s e t as a c o l l e g e coach. 
She demanded the best - from h e r s e l f , and from h e r p l a y e r s . She was 
e n t h u s i a s t i c about l i f e - e v e r y a s p e c t of i t ! 
She l o v e d c o m p e t i t i o n - and p r e d a t e d i t s v a l u e long b e f o r e most 
women p h y s i c a l educators d i d . She hated to l o s e - but d i d so g r a c e f u l l y . 
She a n a l y z e d games b e f o r e , d u r i n g and a f t e r - and encouraged her 
p l a y e r s to do the same. Her t h i n k i n g was c r i t i c a l , independent and 
c r e a t i v e - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m d i d - and does - have a place i n a t h l e t i c s ! ' . 
She knew each p l a y e r - and c a r e d about her - as a t o t a l person -
where she came from - and where she was going. A o l a y e r may have 
come from a background where a person would p l a y good - and t h e n l a y 
down and r e s t ! But by the time t h a t p l a y e r l e f t U r s i n u s she knew 
t h a t one might play w e l l and t h e n l i e down - and a l l of the p l a y e r s 
whom she went on to coach would get f t e q u d h t grammar l e s s o n s a s w e l l ! 
E l e a n o r S n e l i s o u t s t a n d i n g achievements as a coach and t e a c h e r a t 
U r s i n u s were re c o g n i z e d i n I 9 8 8 when she r e c e i v e d U r s i n u s C o l l e g e ' s 
h i g h e s t academic award - the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the E l e a n o r F r o s t S n e l l 
C h a i r of H e a l t h and F h y s i c - 1 E d u c a t i o n . She i s the f i r s t woman H e a l t h 
and P h y s i c a l Educator and coach e v e r to have a. p r o f e s s o r i a l c h a i r 
e s t a b l i s h e d I n her name a t a l i b e r a l a r t s c o l l e g e . 
The work which E l e a n o r S n e l l began i n 1 9 3 1 . and c o n t i n u e d f o r 
f o r t y y e a r s , as a t e a c h e r and coach a t U r s i n u s C o l l e g e , as an o f f i c i a l 
of S o f t b a l l , b a s k e t b a l l and f i e l d hockey, and as a l e a d e r i n the 
development and spread of i n t e r c o l l e g i a t e viomen's a t h l e t i c s , c o n t i n u e s 
today. 
Those whom she taught and coached have c a r r i e d on her st=<ndards 
of e x c e l l e n c e i n t h e i r h i g h s c h o o l and c o l l e g e c o a c h i n g , throughout 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s , and now t h e i r s t u d e n t s and p l a y e r s a r e doing the 
same as they coach a t the hi g h s c h o o l and c o l l e g e l e v e l . 
So E l e a n o r S n e l l ' s l e g a c y c o n t i n u e s - i t has done so f o r s i x t y 
y e a r s - and t h e r e ' s no end i n s i g h t ! She was t r u l y a pioneer - an , 
i n n o v a t o r - and a c o r n e r s t o n e of women's c o l l e g e i a t e a t h l e t i c s . I'm 
sur e t h a t I speak f o r a l l of S n e l l ' s B e l l e s when I c o n g r a t u l a t e you 
on r e c o g n i z i n g her o u t s t a n d i n g r o l e i n the growth of women's a t h l e t i c s 
and on her b e h a l f I thank you f o r t h i s r e o o g n i t i o n . I look f o r w a r d to 
s p e a k i n g w i t h her t h i s e v e n i n g , and I know she w i l l enjoy h e a r i n g 
a l l about t h i s a f t e r n o o n ' s e v e n t s . 
Thank you! 
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